UN International Year of

D
r defstanding

¥

LY
.
~
4

-

<

: v \\' \
1al Geographical Union (IGU)

4
'
=
LY



OBAL \°
érstanding
"'fniﬂaw

jhtemﬁﬂn graphlcal Union (IGU)

. el e ; ; ' SEAE 3. o

Prof. Benno Werlen
Executive Director IYGU
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena (Germany)




Why
Global Understanding?




Example: Globalized Geography
of Strategic Resources

Prof. A. Reller (Scientific Panel of IYGU)




Where the Minerals are
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Where the Minerals are
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Resource Consumption

per head/year In tons

Gatherer/Hunter Agrarian Society Industrial Revolution Industrial Age Sustainable Age

0.1t 3-5t Fossil Energy  10-35t ?







Garbage




Smog air pollutants — in atmosphere only some (5 — 10) days

Smog pollution is mainly a regional problem

In 2013, more than 2 Mio persons died from the effects of air pollution.



Carbon dioxide: in atmosphere about 100 years
In 2 — 4 years: mixes around the globe
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Our local garbage becomes GLOBAL GARBAGE!



Global Understanding: An
essential Human Condition




Global Understanding: An
essential Human Condition

In the face of global social and climate change,
we must think globally.

But global thinking presupposes global understanding.

'YGU

clarifies connections between the local and the global.



Global Understanding: An
essential Human Condition

The IYGU’ s main goal is to promote global understanding.

Actions and decisions shall yield sustainable outcomes,
every day,

all over the world.



Global Understanding: An
essential Human Condition

Global climate change is

human-induced/produced, unintended,;
and (partly) unpredictable.

Global change involves the unintended consequences of 19th and
20th century problem solutions.
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Global Understanding: An
essential Human Condition

Global Understanding is a bridge builder ...

... between the local and global,

social and natural,

science and everyday life.

Focusing on local action for global sustainability.
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People’ s Politics




People’ s Politics
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People’ s Politics




Science and Everyday Life




Science and Everyday Life
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Focus on everyday activities

Eating/Drinking//
Surviving

Moving/Staying//
Belonging

Housing/Working//
Urbanizing




Focus on everyday activities

Wasting/Recycling//
Preserving

Communicating/Networking//
Interacting

Sports/Entertaining//
Recovering
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How to do 1t?
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Organization of IYGU
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Organization of IYGU
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Organization of IYGU
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The Brochures
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Where we are
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The Documents
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Executive Board 192 EX/39

Hundred and ninety-second session

JRESL

Linsted Mations
Educabcnal, Scanlilin: and
Culivral Organization

PARIS, 14 August 2013
Onginal: English

Iterm 39 of the provisional agenda

FROCLAMATION OF 2016 AS INTERNATIONAL
YEAR OF GLOBAL UNDERSTANDING (IYGU)

SUMMARY
This item has been included in the provisional agenda of the 192nd session
of the Executive Board at the request of Djibouth on behalf of the Member
States of the Afnca Group.

The comesponding explanatory note together with a draft decision is
attached hereto.

Action expected of the Executive Board: decision proposed in paragraph 18.
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PROCLAMATION OF 2016 AS “INTERNATIONAL
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OUTLINE

Source: 152 EX/Decision 39.

Background: By means of 182 EX/Decision 39, the Executive Board invited
the Director-General to support all efforts leading the United Mations
General Assembly to proclaim 2016 as intemational year of global
understanding, and recommended that the General Conference at its
3Tth session adopt a resolution on the subject.

Purpose: The General Conference is invited to adopt a resolution
conceming the proclamation of 2016 as intemational year of global
understanding.

Decision required: paragraph 2.

1. By means of 192 EX/Decision 39, reproduced in annex hereio, the Execuiive Board
welcomed the unanimous approval of the Intemational Geographical Union (IGU), at its 2012
International Congress and General Assembly, with the support of the goveming bodies of the
Intermational Council for Science (ICSU), Intemational Social Science Council {1SSC) and
International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies (ICPHS), of the proclamation of 2016
as international year of global understanding and its decision to play a lead role in coordinating and
promoting geography-related activities at the national and regional levels around the world, and
recommended that the General Conference at its 37th session adopt a resolution on the subject.
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YVolume 1

Resolutions
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70 Proclamation of 2016 as international year of global understanding (IGYU)

The General Conference,
Taking account of 192 EX/Decision 39,

e education and information, -
: 3-; Being aware that the year 2016 provides an opportunity to highlight the need for international and transdisciplinary ‘f <
= scientific collaboration fo attain global sustainability, B
Invites the Director-General to support all efforts leading the United Nations General Assembly to proclaim

2016 as international year of global understanding.




Key Contents

The International Year of Global Understanding will:

e establish a comprehensive global understanding and
awareness of the natural and cultural embeddedness of all
human action.

e contribute to changing ecologically harmful habits by
designing culturally differentiated, exemplary alternative
models of core everyday (best) practices.

 enhance awareness of the individual capacity and
responsibility for everyday decision-making.



Key Contents

The International Year of Global Understanding will:

emobilize social and natural scientists, as well as scholars in
the humanities, to engage Iin transdisciplinary sustainability
research.

eproduce school teaching modules and study guidelines to be
implemented at all educational levels — from primary to tertiary
and post-experience education.

eserve as a catalyst for transdisciplinary cooperation and
iImprove the culturally differentiated transfer of scientific insights
to social practice.




Key Contents

Proclamation of 2016 as international year of global
understanding (IYGU)

The Executive Board,

1 Recognizing that global sustainability is grounded in a global
understanding of our everyday activities,

2 Stressing that geographical education for global
understanding is critical for addressing challenges such as global

climate and social change, for providing sustainable sources
of clean water, food and energy, and for maintaining an intact
environment for the well- being of all people,

3 Considering that global understanding contributes to
reducing the potential for regional conflicts helping to advance
peace at the local, national and global scales,




Key Contents

The Executive Board,

5Being aware that the year 2016 provides the opportunity to
highlight the need for international and transdisciplinary scientific
collaboration to reach global sustainabillity,

5Having examined document 192 EX/39,

5Welcomes the unanimous approval of the International
Geographical Union (IGU), at its 2013 International Congress and
General Assembly, together with the support of the Executive
Boards of ICSU, ISSC and CIPSH to declare 2016 the
International Year of Global Understanding and to play a lead role
In coordinating and promoting geography-related activities at the
national and regional levels around the world;




Key Contents

The Executive Board,

8 Invites the Director-General to support all efforts leading the
United Nations General Assembly to declare 2016 the
International Year of Global Understanding;

9 Recommends that the General Conference at its 37th
session  adopt a resolution on this subject.




Key Contents

Proclamation of 2016 as international year of global
understanding (IYGU)

The General Conference,

1 Taking account of 192 EX/Decision 39,
2 Having examined document 37 C/63,

3 Noting that global understanding contributes to reducing the
potential for regional conflicts, helping to advance peace at
the local, national and global levels,

4 Acknowledging that the core elements of the international
year of global understanding objectives are research,
education and information,



Key Contents

The General Conference,

4 Acknowledging that the core elements of the international
year of global understanding objectives are research,
education and information,

5 Being aware that the year 2016 provides the opportunity to
highlight the need for international and transdisciplinary
scientific collaboration to reach global sustainabillity,

6 Invites the Director-General to support all efforts leading the
United Nations General Assembly to proclaim 2016 as
International year of global understanding.




Main Sponsors

IGU
Gicsy

futur?arth

or global sustainability







UN International Year of

An Initiative of

. _ he' Internaﬂnnal Geographical Union (IGU)
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